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Come and Worship...Come and Serve...Come and Learn...Come as you are 

…Philip said to him, “Come and see” John 1:46 
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August Highlights 

 

Online Worship 

on Facebook and YouTube 

Sundays at 8:30 am 
 

Communion via Zoom  

Sundays at 11:00 am 
 

In-person Worship Begins 

August 23 at 9:30 am 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

August 27 

12:00 – 6:00 pm 

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 
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For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves 
for Jesus’ sake. 

   2 Corinthians 4:5 

From the lesson for August 2nd   

 

God’s Work.  
Our Hands. 

 

Think for a moment about all of 
the commercial jingles and 
mottos you have heard over 
the years. Without trying too 
hard, I would bet that most of 
you could tell me which soda is 

“The Real Thing” Some of you might be old enough 
to remember “The Un-cola.”  

Likewise, I am sure that most you would not have to 
phone a friend to find out which malted beverage is 
known as “The King of Beers.”  We buy pickup trucks 
that are either built “Like a Rock,” “Ford Tough,” or 
with “Ram Power.” We know that a certain brand of 
coffee claims to be “good to the last drop.” Those of 
us over a certain age know which brand of 
wristwatch can “take a licking and keep on ticking” 
along with what the first and last name of our 
bologna is. All of these mottos or trademark phrases 
have worked their way into our cultural vocabulary 
until they become synonymous with the product they 
represent. (Remember “Mmm, mmm good”?) 
 
Now look at the four words at the beginning of this 
article. This has been the identifying motto of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America since 2008. 
God’s Work. Our Hands. Even those of us who suffer 
from the worst case of short-term memory loss 
should be able to remember this short phrase.  
 
Imagine what it would be like for others to recognize 
our tag line and identify us with it! God’s Work. Our 
Hands. That’s us! As the body of Christ here at this 
time and at this place, we are to be about doing 
God’s work, whatever that may be. And our hands 
are the means by which God gets this work done. 
There have been a lot of changes since 2008. Our 
worship life is different as we face being the church 
in a pandemic. We are working differently and doing 
school differently and shopping differently. But we 
are still about doing God’s work! What we do as a 
congregation and what we do as individual disciples 
in our daily lives is to be seen as God’s work. Our 

hands, (and feet and minds and everything else) are 
tools to do God’s work. It is not about us! 
 
The apostle Paul knew this as he wrote to the church 
in Corinth. “We are not about proclaiming ourselves, 
we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as 
your slaves for Jesus’ sake.” That was true for the 
church then and it is true for the church today. St. 
Philip’s Lutheran Church is about proclaiming Jesus 
and serving others. We are about doing God’s work 
in the world. Think about these four words as you go 
about living your life and before you know it when 
someone hears or sees the words, “God’s Work. Our 
Hands” they will think about you and our God who is 
working through you. Thank you for all you do in 
Jesus’ name! 

      

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 

AUGUST 
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

August 2  2 Corinthians 4:1-18  
“Treasure in Clay Jars” 

 

August 9 2 Corinthians 5:1-21    
 “Walk by Faith, Not by Sight” 
 

August 16 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 
“Generosity” 

  

August 23 Genesis 1:1-2; 26-31  
“The Creed:  God Creature” 

 

August 30  Philippians 2: 5-11 and  
 John 3:13-17 

 “The Creed:  Jesus Savior” 
 

 

SOUNDBOARD BYTES 
 

Thank you to everyone who has donated 
blank CDs and DVDs for soundboard 
use. These discs allow us to record the 
worship services for members who do 
not have computers or other ways to 
access the online services available on 

Facebook or YouTube. Your generosity has ensured 
that our worship services are available to all 
members. If you cannot access our worship services 
online, or you know of someone who cannot, please 
call the office and we’ll make arrangements to 
ensure discs are available for all who need them. 
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Thank You!   
 

Thanks to all the members of St. Philip's and the 
community who have been such a support during the 
long illness and death of Bert Goderstad.  There was 
always someone there to give rides for visits to 
Abbott-Northwestern in Minneapolis; cards, emails, 
phone calls of encouragement; and countless 
gourmet meals delivered. 
 

Especially meaningful have been the gifts given in 
memory of Bert.  Those gifts will go directly to the 
Capital and Music Funds of St. Philip's.  Bert, a 
charter member of St. Philip's, was its first treasurer 
and served on several building/expansion 
committees.  His joy came from working on the 
annual garage sales and the candlelight buffets.  He 
had such a passion for the mission of the church and 
was always there to give visitors a tour of our 
beautiful facilities. 
 

A memorial service will be held at a later date. 
 
In the words of Bert, "Peace and Joy." 
 

Blessings and Thanks, 
Margaret Goderstad 
Todd and Susan Goderstad 
Erik and Kate Goderstad 
Mike and Lindy Waskosky 
   Tristen, Elisha, Jeremiah, Jace and Jada 
  

 
Dear St. Philip's Family,  
Thank you for your kind words and generous 
donations in honor of our mother, mother-in-law, and 
grandmother Carol Carlson. She was a wonderful 
woman who left a legacy of love. She loved God with 
her whole heart and showed us what a faith-filled life 
looks like. She had a deep and abiding love for her 
family that shaped and nurtured each of us. She 
loved others, giving and serving with a generous 
heart. She loved her friends and always had the 
coffee pot on, welcoming all who came to her table. 
And she loved to laugh, though she could never tell 
a joke to its end because she would giggle so much. 
We miss her presence here with us, but also rejoice 
that she is in the presence of God.  
 

We are grateful for your support and love always, but 
especially during this time of loss for our family. 
Thank you. We are indeed blessed.  
 
Jeff and Stacy Carlson  
   Ben, Hannah, and Maddie    

Heartfelt thanks to all for the prayers, cards, phone 
calls and moral support for both Joyce and me.  Our 
congregation can only guess at how much it meant 
to us and means to me.  Thanks again. 
 
In Christ,  
Steve Wolverton 

 

 
- AMONG OUR OWN - 

 

Sympathies to… 
Barb Jorenby and family as they mourn the death 
of her brother Keith. 

Congratulations to… 
Jeff and Annette Hanson on their 25th wedding 
anniversary on August 5 
Adam and Andrea Baker on their 20th wedding 
anniversary on August 5 
Alex and Cassie Raway on their 10th wedding 
anniversary on August 7 
Chuck and Barb Taffe on their 45th wedding 
anniversary on August 9 
Paul and Karen Swanstrom on their 55th wedding 
anniversary on August 14 
Gary and Marge Evenson on their 62nd wedding 
anniversary on August 16 
Jerome and Eunice Jilk on their 45th wedding 
anniversary on August 16 
Earl and Kathy Stockman on their 56th wedding 
anniversary on August 22 
Derrick and Samantha Warnecke on their 5th 
wedding anniversary on August 22 
Steve and Carol Tobin on their 51st wedding 
anniversary on August 23 
Daniel and Jennie Thomas on their 40th wedding 
anniversary on August 23 
Kevin and Marcy Ferrie on their 35th wedding 
anniversary on August 24 
Bob and Linda Brommer on their 56th wedding 
anniversary on August 29 
James and Jeanne Cowee on their 52nd wedding 
anniversary on August 31 
Kevin and Stacy John on the birth of their 
daughter Sophia Rae 
on July 6 
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STAYING CONNECTED  

Oops!  We tried!!! 

 
Thank you so much to the families who have been participating in Day Camp at Home, which has been serving 
as a virtual Vacation Bible School throughout July. And thank you to the rest of you for supporting our young 
families during this difficult time. As sad as it is that we haven't been able to have VBS or camp, I'm so glad 
we were able to provide kid’s families with resources to learn about God and do fun activities. Above are some 
photos of the crafts the kids did! 
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WHILE WE’RE APART 
 

The comments and stories that follow are featured 
by the Stewardship Ministry Team during this time of 
absence from congregational worship in the 
sanctuary. Their purpose is to discover more about 
fellow members' history, or how their lives are being 
lived during the pandemic.  
 
Not seeing and being present with each other is 
difficult. Continue praying for St. Philip's and its 
ongoing ministries. All members are messengers of 
The Word in their own lives. Stay vigilant in that 
calling and may each household feel God's 
presence and love.   

 
A lot of our 

church 
members do 
know who my 
family and I 
are.  But for 
the ones of 
you that do 
not know who 
we are, my 
name is 

Jeannie 
Evans.  My 

son is Levi and he is 19.  My daughter is Kasilu and 
she is 17.  At this time, we have two young foster 
boys living with us who are 2 and 4.  My husband 
passed away 17 years ago and I have continued 
doing foster care as a single parent.  Our own family 
had grown to eight when we adopted some foster 
children over the years.  We have done foster care 
for forty years and I plan to continue as long as I am 
able and feel that this is what God wants me to 
continue doing.  It is something that I enjoy doing 
and feel that this is a strong purpose for me while I 
am helping and benefiting others. 
 

I was asked to share my feelings and thoughts about 
what is going on in my life with the progressive 
pandemic that we are all living through right 
now.  Things have changed so much with the many 
numbers of kids that we have opened our home to 
throughout this difficult time.  Kids of all races, ages, 
and life challenges.  We have put our own concerns 
aside to help benefit others.  Sometimes things have 
become challenging for us and we find our supports 
and continue striving through them.  Some people 
question why we would even consider helping others 
through this difficult time, but then we look at the 

work that we have been asked to do and lucky 
enough to be able to fulfill the many requests. 
 

Missing church services has been a big issue for us 
too.  Kasilu mentioned to me that she really misses 
going to church and I quickly agreed with her.  With 
us living in the country area, we don't have good 
reception to virtual meetings and online 
experiences.  I am glad that St. Philips has a virtual 
service, but I wish we were able to receive it.  I 
appreciate reading some of the Faith Stuff that I am 
able to print off the computer because it allows us to 
have some church devotionals to do together.  To be 
honest, I think my kids mostly miss the donut holes 
after the service.  I just don't want to tell them that 
mom also knows how to make donut holes too.  I just 
know it would become a habit.  We do miss sitting in 
our front pew while we listen to Nate Griner's band, 
listen to Pastor Geier, and greet our new and old 
friends.  
 

School has been another issue.  I had been TRYING 
to virtually teach six kids of all different grades and 
school systems.  It has not been easy to say the 
least.  We would begin at 7:00 am trying to get 
students on the internet and add more to the mixture 
throughout the morning.  Not much luck 
though.  Internet made it a hit and miss situation.  I 
really never had much thought about the work our 
school teachers do.  Boy, what an inconsideration, I 
do not envy the work teachers do.  They work a lot 
harder than any of us realize.  They are very special 
people and I know our church is full of 
teachers.  Thank you to all of you for the work you 
do and the patience you have.  I am praying that this 
pandemic allows our families to get back to some 
decent normalcy and our students can get back to 
school and enjoy everything and everyone they have 
missed. 
 

Just even getting out into the public makes living 
difficult.  Going to the parks, can't go bowling, can't 
go to the movie, going to the grocery store, visiting 
family and friends in the hospital, and having 
problems recognizing people with these masks 
covering the majority of our faces.  I do apologize to 
everyone that I have bypassed because I didn't 
know who you were with the masks.  Thank you for 
the people who have recognized us and greeted 
us.  Hopefully, we will be back to a respectful 
normalcy soon.  My prayers go out to everyone 
during this difficult time.  I greatly miss my church 
family and friends.   
 

Jeannie, Levi and Kasilu Evans 
 

(continued) 
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We are 
the 
Ronning 
family: 
Kristian, 
Lizbet, 
Julia, 
Linnea, 
Tor and 
Espen.  
We have 
been 
attending St. Philip's Church for ten years, after 
moving to Hastings from Chicago.  We are so happy 
to have St. Philip's as our church home and we really 
miss being in our church building with you all. This 
June we successfully finished the school year with 
distance learning: Julia - 8th grade, Linnea - 6th 
grade, Tor - 3rd grade and Espen - first year of 
preschool.  The abrupt shutdown of everything in 
March was hard for us, especially Julia, Linnea and 
Tor not being able to perform this year's musical with 
Ellen and the Children's Choir.  This was Julia's last 
year to be in the musical.  We had lots of plans for 
this summer, all of which have been canceled.  Like 
all of you, we have been spending a lot of time at 
home together!  We are grateful for the summer 
weather so our children can play outside and we 
delight in our chance encounters with some of you 
when we are out on necessary errands (although it 
is harder to recognize people wearing masks)!  
 

Lizbet's work as a Family Practice doctor at Allina in 
Hastings has gone through many changes as we 
better understand this novel strain of coronavirus.  
The entire medical community appreciates how 
much everyone did to prevent the spread of the 
virus, thus allowing us time to better prepare our 
hospital and clinic spaces to treat those infected as 
well as to collect the necessary protection supplies.  
Having done extra training, we are ready for many 
possible scenarios in the weeks and months to 
come. We continue to stress the importance of 
wearing a mask while out, but agree that it is not 
easy.  Our family has found that masks are hot, fog 
up our glasses, slip down from the nose and are not 
stylish, yet we persist in wearing them.   
 

We realize what we miss most is the people of St. 
Philip’s.  We sit in our living room on Sunday 
morning in our pjs and with our coffee to watch the 
service, but it is not the same.  Nothing is the same 
right now, and that is hard on all of us.  We wonder 
what the fall will bring. 
 

Kristian and Lizbet enjoy the "I'm a Lutheran" section 
of ELCA's Living Lutheran monthly magazine so 
after some meals we have been trying the sentence 
starters suggested to us in the June Philippian.  Here 
are some of our sentences: 
I miss...hugging Tanner (Tor); camp (Julia). 
Things I love about St. Philip's...the community 
(Julia); the people (Tor). 
I have experienced God's grace through...Sunday 
School (Tor); the church musical (Julia); singing 
hymns during the service (Lizbet); last summer's 
mission trip (Julia). 
I pray...for people infected with Covid-19 (Linnea); 
for strength (Lizbet). 
My faith…comforts me in knowing that God is with 
me now and always (Kristian). 
After being asked multiple prompts Julia said, "Jesus 
is always the answer."  That is true.  It is all about 
Jesus.  We are so blessed and thankful to be part of 
St. Philip's church, a community with focus on Jesus 
and his love. 
 

Kristian and Lizbet Ronning  
   Julia, Linnea, Tor and Espen  
 

 

I moved to Hastings 
with my late husband, 
Kirk, and our 
preschool aged kids, 
Bree and Isaac, in 
1997. We tried a few 
churches, but when 
we saw how much fun 
our kids had at St. 
Philip’s Vacation Bible 
School, we were 
hooked. St. Philip’s 
became our home 
away from home.  
 

Through the years of raising our kids, we were very 
active. As educators, Kirk and I focused most of our 
service energy on the youth. We were blessed to get 
to know some wonderful kids who have grown into 
amazing adults; some who now attend at St. Philip’s 
as adults.  
 

One of the highlights of our family years was our 
kid’s participation in the Children’s Choir and the 
musicals. I don’t think enough can ever be said 
about the amazing gift that Ellen Diischer has been 
to our church community, tirelessly introducing 
music to generations of children in our congregation. 
And Ellen is not the only one deserving a shout-out 
for her musical gifts; Noreen Swanson’s gifts on the 
keys have also been enjoyed for generations.    
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Our lives took a dramatic turn in 2014 when Kirk was 
diagnosed with multiple myeloma cancer.  He went 
through grueling chemotherapy and two stem cell 
transplants during the two years that he fought this 
aggressive cancer. It was a hard time for St. Philip’s 
then; Pastor Ed Frederick was at the end of his fight 
with cancer and the church was in a state of 
transition and sadness. We were blessed to be 
comforted by three amazing pastors; Gordon 
Gathright, Ralph Olsen, and of course, Greg Geier. 
We learned, however, that the church truly is the 
people. So many people, some whom we knew well 
and some we hardly knew, went out of their way to 
care for us. Never underestimate the power of a 
simple phone call or text to someone going through 
a hard time. The outreach was so needed and I will 
never forget the many ways that we were blessed by 
the St. Philip’s and greater Hastings community 
during that time.  
 
Kirk was welcomed into heaven on March 19, 2016. 
We had a beautiful service for him at St. Philip’s on 
a snowy Wednesday during Holy Week. How fitting 
that his 52nd birthday was on Easter Sunday that 
year. Resurrection joy and sorrow, all in one.  
 
God’s love and community support has helped me 
to take steps forward in faith. It has helped my kids 
to be resilient, building strong lives and futures 
despite the steep challenges they faced.  Bree is a 
pediatric resident in Brooklyn, New York and Isaac 
is an elementary school counselor in Mankato. And 
as I write this in the summer of 2020, I am thankful 
to have grown my family through marriage to a 
wonderful man, Kurt Oster. I now have two bonus 
kids, Andrew and Anna. And I look forward to a new 
chapter that I hope will include retirement 
adventures, marriages of our kids and 
grandchildren.    
 
Please know, St. Philippians, I will always be 
thankful for the support you have given me and my 
family over the years. I miss fellow-shipping with you 
and I wish you well during this time we are apart.  
 
Camille Johnson-Oster 
 
 

A few years ago, when Pastor Ralph Olsen called to 
let me know he would 
be doing interim 
pastoral duties at a 
church in Hastings, I 
was excited to visit St. 
Philip’s.  Little did I 
know that SPLC would 
become my new 
church home.   A year 
or so later, I retired 

from my position as VP/Director of Human 
Resources.  That summer became a “newbie helper” 
at the annual SPLC Garage and Plant Sale!  This 
year, it was so sad as days passed from March 6, 
when we found it necessary to cancel the Sale (even 
though it proved to be the right decision). 
Throughout the days and weeks that followed, until 
the first weekend in June, my calendar would remind 
me of tasks and responsibilities that would have 
been needed to be done, to have a successful sale. 
I know that next year, everyone will be so 
enthusiastic about the Sale.  Not having a Sale this 
year has made our next one even more special. 
 
I am thankful that during the past four months, we 
have been able to stay connected through online 
worship and Zoom committee meetings.  But, of 
course, it is nowhere near feeling of being brothers 
and sisters in Christ, worshipping and communing in 
person.  It will probably never be quite the same 
(with social distancing) but just being in the 
sanctuary together (tentatively August 23) will be so 
uplifting. I can hardly wait! 
 
What I love most about St. Philip’s is its outstanding 
members, who warmly invite everyone to share their 
precious time and numerous talents for many 
different missions of Christ, both inside our doors, 
out into Hastings and the world.  As a member of the 
Finance Ministry Team and Treasurer of our Church 
Council, I have been involved with monitoring our 
church finances.  At a time when many churches and 
non-profit organizations are struggling, St. Philip’s 
members have been steadfast and strong in their 
financial commitment.  Praise God for such faithful 
followers! 
 
Deborah M. Dreher 
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YOUR FINANCIAL  
STEWARDSHIP ABOUNDS! 

 
The Stewardship Ministry Team held its monthly 
meeting July 14.  It is customary that the Team is 
updated on the financial stewardship status of the 
congregation. While we know stewardship is 
exercised in many forms, the offering or giving of our 
financial means not only allows the ministries of St. 
Philip's Lutheran church to continue, but it heals and 
comforts the hearts of the grateful giver. 
 
It's agreed by many that we are having to think about 
everything differently as we adjust our lives and our 
thinking during this era we know as a pandemic. It is 
not so with our Lord and Savior whose love for us 
does not change. We are His children, living in a 
world turned upside down by the actions of 
ourselves and our fellow citizens.  
 
Amidst it all, St. Philip's stands with reverent dignity 
on its corner of 15th and Pleasant while within its 
walls dedicated staff members and volunteers are 
doing their best to bring worship experiences and 
personal ministries to everyone.  
 
You are responding with your offerings through: 

 the U.S. Mail 

 online giving through splchastings.org 

 automatic deduction through electronic transfer 

 personal delivery by car to the narthex security 
slot 

 sending it along with a friend 
 
Your offerings to the General Fund and to the Capital 
(Mortgage) Fund are beautifully on schedule and 
very much appreciated. Ministry expenses have not 
diminished. Your council, staff, and volunteers are 
working to bring the congregation back to sanctuary- 
worship August 23.  It will be the decision of every 
member to decide on their in-person attendance.  
 
The stewardship ministry team again extends its 
grateful thanks for the steadfast giving of your 
financial resources. Each gift is dedicated to the 
furtherance of God's work through the St. Philip's 
congregation.  
 
Stewardship Ministry Team: Gerry Cardinal, Jeannie 
Evans, Kent Inman, Gerri Lundby, Al Todnem, Sam 
Willis, Pastor Geier and Glenda Schnirring, chair 
 
 
 
 

ST. PHILIP'S WEEDS ARE 
MULTIPLYING  

AND GETTING LARGER 
 
Calling attention to the 
condition of the grounds 
surrounding our beautiful 
church isn't going to stop. 
Neither will the growth of 
shrubs, flowers, and most 
grossly the weeds. 
 
When we return to St. Philip's for worship in August, 
it would be good to have the grounds looking like we 
remember them.  A few people have spent a lot of 
time cleaning the rain gardens, the courtyard, the 
building surround and the parking lot islands for 
which a warm thank-you is extended. St. Philip's is 
on a five-acre area in the middle of a city and 
neighborhood and its appearance matters. Many of 
you cannot do this work and that's understood.  For 
those of you who can and are so inclined, it's 
encouraged that after the next rainfall, think about 
bringing your gloves, weed diggers and bags and 
find an area to improve. Your June newsletter 
pictured the many areas needing attention but one 
doesn't need pictures or directions to see the 
obvious. Some of us who have worked will return 
because we can and we care. When you find you are 
able to come to the church grounds, please tackle 
any area that looks like priority to you.  It will be 
appreciated.  
 
Building and Grounds Team, Bill Pavlish and Paul 
Swanstrom co-chairs  
  

 
UPDATE ON WELCA 

2020-2021 GATHER BIBLE STUDY  
 

This event is tentatively scheduled for All Women of 
the ELCA on Saturday September 12, 2020 at St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church in North St. Paul.  Pastor 
Mary Froiland will again lead the upcoming Bible 
Study.  The September-November 2020 study will 
be “Holy Time: Remembering the past, recognizing 
the present, and reimagining the future” written by 
Rev. Meghan Johnston Aelabouni. The January-
April 2021 session has not been announced. 
 
With the current COVID-19 restriction, it is uncertain 
if this event will be able to happen.  A decision will 
be made by August 1. 
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IN MEMORY OF BERT GODERSTAD 
 
On April 19, 2020, Bert 
Goderstad, a long-time 
member of St. Philip’s 
joined his Redeemer.    
We are pleased to 
announce the SPLC 
Capital Fund is the 
recipient of a memorial in 
the amount of $2,935 in 
Bert’s memory. 
 

Bert and Margaret Goderstad were charter members 
of St. Philip’s, a new American Mission congregation 
of the American Lutheran Church, in May of 
1967.  Bert soon became the new congregation’s 
first treasurer.  
 

Through the years Bert’s winsome and cheerful style 
added to the direction and culture of St. Philip’s. A 
fellowship endeavor which Bert began was the 
annual event, known as the Candlelight Buffet, held 
on the first Sunday of Advent. The adult-only event 
was eventually catered, everyone dressed up and 
the fun and fellowship of the evening lingered in the 
memories of all who attended.  
 

Being on the steering committee of the annual 
Garage and Plant Sale was also particularly 
important to Bert, giving his touch to the event by 
rolling it out in special dress through the kick-off 
announcement.   
 

Lastly, Bert served on the final building expansion 
committee which doubled St. Philip’s size with its 
new sanctuary and narthex in 2013.  It becomes very 
fitting that St. Philip’s Capital Fund has become the 
recipient of a primary portion of Bert Goderstad 
memorial gifts. Bert savored the beauty of the new 
building every time he worshipped and knew that 
God’s glory would be experienced by members far 
into the future through the wonder of the 2013 
expansion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

GIVING AND EXPENSE UPDATE 
JUNE 2020 YTD 

 

 Actual      Budget      Actual 
                        06/20 YTD       06/20 YTD   06/19 YTD 
 

General and Misc. Funds 
Income YTD     $232,626    $219,951  $198,647 
Expenses YTD      $224,734    $243,143  $205,651 
Over (short) YTD    $7,893    ($23,192)   ($7,004) 
 

Capital Fund   $69,728     $75,000    $67,132 
 

 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
 

St. Philip's will be hosting a blood 
drive on August 27 from 12-6 
pm.  Red Cross is not currently taking 
walk-ins at the drives. You may sign 
up to donate blood at 
https://www.redcrossblood.org/ or email Katy 
Lindberg at KLindberg@farmersagent.com and she 
can get you signed up.  
 

 

MARY FISCHER MEMORIAL  
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED 

 

We congratulate Sarah Gathje as the winner of the 
2020-21 Mary Fischer Memorial Scholarship.  She 
will receive the $2,000 award towards her studies at 
the Winona State University where she will be 
majoring in Elementary and Early Childhood 
Education.  All applications showed that service to 
God and community are alive and well at St. Philip’s.  
Taking those gifts out into the world away from our 
church is a gift worth treasuring. Due to strong 
returns on the fund we also want to thank the five 
other applicants (Faith Forstad, Shannon Kustrich, 
McKenzie Langenfeld, Taylor Larson and Meghan 
McNamara) for their applications with a $250 award.    
 

 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT SPLC 
 

Online Worship Service will continue on Facebook 
and YouTube until further notice.  It is available at 
8:30 am Sundays and can be viewed at any time 
after.  Communion via Zoom will be at 11:00 am.  An 
additional option is that on August 23 In-Person 
Worship will begin with worship at 9:30 am following 
the guidelines set forth by our state government and 
the St. Paul Area Synod. The July newsletter 
covered what can be expected. If you have any 
questions please contact Pastor Geier or Becky 
Raimann, Worship & Music chair. 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/
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           THE MUSICAL THAT ALMOST WAS! 
 

Like so many other concerts and special events in the world, the 
annual presentation of a Children’s Musical at St. Philip’s did not 
happen because of COVID-19.  There was and continues to be 
much sadness and disappointment surrounding this project.  
However, the good news is that the singers had already put in 
over 30 hours of rehearsal and were poised to start dress 
rehearsals when everything had to be stopped.  Much laughter, 
growth, wonderful singing and fellowship had taken place during 
those many hours, so the participants had a sense of what might 
have been.  The singers shared a meal together during what 
was their final rehearsal in early March.  One singer even 
commented that it felt like they had had a performance because 
they went through the whole show without stopping!  This is a 
BIG deal!  The tee shirts had been donated and produced and 
were waiting in a box in the library.  In July, the shirts were 
distributed to all of the singers and adults as a belated thank-you 
for the hard work everyone had already done.  In the collage you 
can see the colors of the shirts and get a vision of what the 
performers might have looked like on stage.   
 

Our plans changed, but our love of singing, acting, dancing and performing haven’t changed.  Our faith in God, 
our love for each other and the solid friendships that were strengthened during rehearsals have not changed. 
This opportunity didn’t happen like we thought it would, but we trust that God will give us many more chances to 
witness with our talents.  In the meantime, we will wear our shirts to honor each other and to remember that any 
time we spend together praising God is never wasted.   
 

Thanks to all parents for their faithfulness in making sure kids got to practice and for providing snacks and 
encouragement.   
 

The stage is empty now, but we pray that there will come another time when we may combine our talents again 
to tell and celebrate the great story of God’s love. 
 

Thanks again to everyone who supported this project.  We hope to see you next spring! 
 

 

CAST: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dakota Bauer 
Joy Becken 
Tanner Becken 
Alivia Brown 
Jack Burke 
Amelia Carter 
Olivia Carter 
Maddy Chandler 
Jackson Copeland 
Rachel Fischer 
Natalie Lane 
Willow Lane 
Zachary Lindberg 
Matthew Maulucci 
Luke Moritz 
Lily Meier 
 

 
 
 
 

Sofia Raimann 
Julia Ronning 
Linnea Ronning 
Tor Ronning 
Kate Ruder 
Greta Sieben 
Megan Sieben 
Violet Sieben 
Graham Terhark 
Joey Terhark 
Peyton Thomas 
Danielle Thurmes 
Micah Villavicencio 
Sophia Villavicencio 
Emily Wormley 
Haven Wormley 
 

Directors: Ellen Diischer, Ann Fischer 
Alumni Assistant: Grace Becken 

Set Design: Heidi Nelson 
Costume Assistance: Maria Gathje 

Tee Shirt Design and Production: Erin Maulucci 
Tee Shirts Donated by: Beth and Wayne Fahlstrom 

Rehearsal and Performance CD Accompaniment: Melissa 
                                                                            Campbell 

Sound and Lights: John Diischer, Jared Hanson 
Snack Coordinator: Katie Thomas 
Video Recording: Greg McKenzie 
Prop Assistant:  Bruce Arndtson 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 
Gregory Geier, Pastor 
   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 
 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 
  swansonhastings@centurylink.net 
 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 
   ellend@splchastings.org 
 

Nathan Griner 
   nathang@splchastings.org 
 

Sarah Bennett, Director of Children, 
Youth and Family Ministries 
  sarahb@splchastings.org 
 

Christine Rydel, Business Manager 
  christiner@splchastings.org 
 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 
 johnd@splchastings.org 
 

Becky Kaphing, Preschool Co-Director  
   preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Lorelei Rein, Preschool Co-Director  
   preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 
   listak@splchastings.org 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1401 West 15th Street  
Hastings, Minnesota 
651-437-6541 
www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S PRESCHOOL 
www.splchastings.org 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 
Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 
Online Worship Posted on Facebook and 
   YouTube on Sundays at 8:30 am 
   “St. Philip’s Lutheran Church Hastings MN” 
 Social Hour via Zoom at 9:30 am 
Communion via Zoo at 11:00 am 
 

Starting August 23  
In-Person Worship Sundays at 9:30 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:nathang@splchastings.org
mailto:sarahb@splchastings.org
mailto:preschool@splchastings.org
mailto:preschool@splchastings.org


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND INVOCATION 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   
Congregation:  And also with you. 
 

WELCOME AND INVOCATION 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
P: God’s mercy is ours, 
C: So we do not lose heart. 
P: God’s light shines out of darkness 
C: And into our hearts. 
P: Even though we are frail, 
C: God’s Spirit works in us. 
 

OPENING SONG      “Open the Eyes of My Heart”  Onscreen 
 
WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: We confess our sins before God and one another. 
Pause for silence and reflection. 

P: Loving God, 
C: When our path becomes difficult, we do not always turn to you. We look for an easy way out. 

We escape in avoidance and addiction. We forget your promises and seek what does not 
satisfy. Forgive us and bring us back into the strength of your Spirit. 

P: God is generous and loving and forgiving. Hear and believe that your sins are washed away and that 
new life is yours through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Eternal God, you have come to make immortal things visible through mortals. Use us and our lives 
to reflect your glory, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
THE WORD – 2 Corinthians 4:1-18  “Treasure in Clay Jars” 

Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have 
renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by 
the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. And 
even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves 
as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone 
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have 
this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does 
not come from us. 
 

We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not 
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always being given up to death for 

 

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 
Online Worship Service 

 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 2, 2020 



14  THE PHILIPPIAN   August 2020 
Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but 
life in you. But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed, and 
so I spoke” —we also believe, and so we speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus 
will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so 
that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. So we do 
not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by 
day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Pastor Gregory Geier 
 

SERMON  Pastor Gregory Geier 
 

SERMON SONG      “Amazing Grace”  ELW #779 or Onscreen   
  Verses 1, 2 and 3 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: May the peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you.   
 

WAYS TO GIVE TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
   Mail Checks to:   St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 
                                 1401 15th Street West 
                                 Hastings, MN 55033 
    Online: https://www.splchastings.org/donate-now.html   Then “Donate Online” 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Accept and bless the gifts which your children present to you in gratitude for the blessings which 
you have also given us. May our time on this earth be spent in service to your world in need, and in 
glory to you, O God. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

SENDING SONG       “Holy, Holy, Holy” Onscreen 
 

DISMISSAL 
 
 

https://www.splchastings.org/donate-now.html
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Welcome and Invocation 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   
Congregation:  And also with you. 
 

Welcome and Invocation 
 

Call to Worship  
P: We need no earthly tent, 
C: We have a home from God. 
P: A house not made with hands, 
C: Eternal in the heavens. 
P: Of this we can be sure; 
C: Our promise is God’s word. 
 

Opening Song      “Restore in Us, O God” ELW #328 or Onscreen  
 

Words of Confession and Forgiveness 
P: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 
P: Loving God, 
C: When our path becomes difficult, we do not always turn to you. We look for an easy way out. We 

escape in avoidance and addiction. We forget your promises and seek what does not satisfy. 
Forgive us and bring us back into the strength of your Spirit. 

P: God is generous and loving and forgiving. Hear and believe that your sins are washed away and that 
new life is yours through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
All-wise God, you long for us to look upon the world through the loving eyes of your Spirit. Help us 
to see as you do, giving ourselves where we are needed, for the sake of Jesus our Lord, Amen. 

 

The Word – 2 Corinthians 5:1-21  “Walk by Faith, Not by Sight” 
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly 
dwelling— if indeed, when we have taken it off we will not be found naked. For while we are still in this tent, 
we groan under our burden, because we wish not to be unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the 
Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord— for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we 
make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may 
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. Therefore, knowing the fear 
of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also 
well known to your consciences. 
 

We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you 
may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we are beside 
ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ urges us on, because 

 

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 
Online Worship Service 

 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 9, 2020 



16  THE PHILIPPIAN   August 2020 
we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live 
might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ 
from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God 
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message 
of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we 
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

Children's Time  Pastor Gregory Geier 
 

Sermon  Pastor Gregory Geier 
 

Sermon Song      “We Walk by Faith”  ELW #635 or Onscreen    
  Verses 1 and 2:  Soloists      Verses 3, 4 and 5:  All 
 

Faith Statement  Grace Becken 

 

Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Lord's Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses    as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 
P: May the peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you.   

 

Ways to Give Tithes and Offerings  
   Mail Checks to:    St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 
                                  1401 15th Street West 
                                  Hastings, MN 55033 
   Online: https://www.splchastings.org/donate-now.html    Then “Donate Online” 

 

Offertory Prayer 
Make us ambassadors in your world, O God, and let these gifts we offer speak for us in response to 
your love and generosity. Join us with our brothers and sisters everywhere on earth, that all may 
know your mercy and care, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

Sending Song       “Praise to You, O God of Mercy”  ELW #208 or Onscreen 

  

Dismissal 

https://www.splchastings.org/donate-now.html
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Welcome and Invocation 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   
Congregation:  And also with you. 
 

Welcome and Invocation 
 

Call to Worship  
P: Though Christ was rich, 
C: Yet he became poor 
P: That in so doing 
C: We might become rich. 
P: Rich in the Spirit, 
C: And rich in God’s love. 
 

Opening Song      “Let the River Flow” Onscreen 
 

Words of Confession and Forgiveness 
P: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 
P: Loving God, 
C: When our path becomes difficult, we do not always turn to you. We look for an easy way out. We 

escape in avoidance and addiction. We forget your promises and seek what does not satisfy. 
Forgive us and bring us back into the strength of your Spirit. 

P: God is generous and loving and forgiving. Hear and believe that your sins are washed away and that 
new life is yours through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Generous God, you call us to share what we have been given. Open us to the needs of others that 
we might be blessed through our giving, through Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

The Word – 2 Corinthians 8:1-15  “Generosity”  
Paul 1:  We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted to the 

churches of Macedonia; for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme 
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.  

Paul 2:  For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their 
means, begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints— and this, not merely 
as we expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us, so that we might 
urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he should also complete this generous 
undertaking among you. 

Paul 1:  Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our 
love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking. I do not say this as a command, 
but I am testing the genuineness of your love against the earnestness of others.  

Paul 2:  For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. And in this matter I am giving my advice: 
it is appropriate for you who began last year not only to do something but even to desire to do 
something— now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to 
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your means. For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has—not according 
to what one does not have.  

Paul 1:  I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair 
balance between your present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may be for your need, 
in order that there may be a fair balance. As it is written, “The one who had much did not have too much, 
and the one who had little did not have too little.” 

 
Children's Time  Pastor Gregory Geier 
 
Sermon  Pastor Gregory Geier 
 
Sermon Song      “We Cannot Contain All You Pour Out” Onscreen 
 
Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church 
 
Lord's Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 

P: May the peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you.   

 
Ways to Give Tithes and Offerings  
 

   Mail Checks to:    St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 
                                  1401 15th Street West 
                                  Hastings, MN 55033 
   Online: https://www.splchastings.org/donate-now.html   Then “Donate Online” 

 
Offertory Prayer 

Bountiful God, accept and bless these gifts we bring before your altar, that our abundance may 
supply the need of others, and as a result our joy might be overflowing, in the power of the Spirit, 
Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 
Sending Song       “I Will Believe” Onscreen 
 
Dismissal 

https://www.splchastings.org/donate-now.html
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Welcome and Invocation 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   
Congregation:  And also with you. 
 

Welcome and Invocation 
 

Call to Worship  
P: Praise to our creator! 
C: Holy is your name. 
P: Praise God’s loving kindness! 
C: Holy is your name. 
P: Praise our maker’s mercy! 
C: Holy is your name. 
 

Opening Song      “How Great Thou Art” ELW #856 or Onscreen 
  Verses 1 and 2 
 

Words of Confession and Forgiveness 
P: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 
P:  Guiding God,   
C: You have shown us how to live a good life, yet we think we can do better on our own. We do not 

honor you or our neighbors, instead choosing to follow our selfish desires. We long to be free 
and yet hold others’ wrongs against them. Release us from this endless cycle of guilt and poor 
choices. Restore us to yourself again, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

P: We are God’s beloved children and we have been forgiven! Now live in the joy which this grace provides, 
and share the good news with others.  

All: Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
Almighty God who created this day and every day. We thank you for the blessings you have bestowed 
upon us even as we take them for granted. Open our eyes to the miracles around us that we may live 
lives of thankfulness for your abundant gifts of love. Young or old, we are your grateful children. 
Amen. 

 

The Word – Genesis 1:1-2; 26-31 “The Creed:  God Creator” 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created humankind in his image, 
in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said 
to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 
 

God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every 
tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of 
the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 
Online Worship Service 

 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 23, 2020 



20  THE PHILIPPIAN   August 2020 
Psalm 46:1-11 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth 
should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains tremble with its tumult. Selah 
 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. God is in 
the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns. The nations are in an 
uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of 
Jacob is our refuge. Selah 
 

Come, behold the works of the LORD; see what desolations he has brought on the earth.  He makes wars 
cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 
“Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.”  The LORD of 
hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah 

 

Children's Time  Pastor Gregory Geier 
 

Sermon  Pastor Gregory Geier 
 

Sermon Song      “I Will Believe” Onscreen 
 

Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
 He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.   
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Lord's Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
P: May the peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you.   

 

Ways to Give Tithes and Offerings     Mail Checks to:  St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 
                                                            1401 15th Street West, Hastings, MN 55033 
   Online: https://www.splchastings.org/donate-now.html   Then “Donate Online” 

 

Offertory Prayer 
When we offer these gifts, we honor you, O God, by showing the shame generosity to others that you 
have shown to us. Keep us mindful of how fortunate we are to be able to call you our creator, and to 
know that you have called us your own. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

Sending Song       “Pass It On” Onscreen 
 

Dismissal 

https://www.splchastings.org/donate-now.html
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Welcome and Invocation 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   
Congregation:  And also with you. 
 

Welcome and Invocation 
 

Call to Worship    
P: We have gathered today to rejoice in our oneness in Jesus Christ!  Each of us experiences faith and life 

in a unique way. 
C: Yet we have one God, one faith, and one baptism, and one Spirit who unites us all. 
P: Let us lift our hearts as one, in songs of praise, in prayer and in listening for God’s word. 
C: Even when we leave this place, let us be joined in common concern for humanity, like that shown 

by Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Opening Song      “I Will Believe” Onscreen 
 

Words of Confession and Forgiveness     
P: Blessed by the Holy Trinity, one God, who creates us and forms us, who redeems us and calls us, who 

unites us and sends us. 
C: Amen. 
P: Gathered into God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 

Silence for reflection 
P: Mighty and everlasting God, 
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We seek our own way, we divide 

the body of Christ. In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us.  Let the words of our mouths, the 
thoughts of our hearts and everything that we do be filled with faith, hope and love.  Amen. 

P: Hear the voice of Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim release to the captives.” In the 
name of Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you that your sins are forgiven and you are released.  The joy of the 
Lord is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. 

 

Prayer of the Day    
Lord Jesus, you have claimed us and redeemed us through the power of your immeasurable love 
and grace. As you overcame the powers of sin and death through your crucifixion and resurrection, 
so empower us to witness and share your love with the world. In your holy name we pray. Amen. 

 

The Word –  Philippians 2: 5-11 “The Creed:  Jesus Savior” 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born 
in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 
of death— even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

John 3:13-17 
No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes 
in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
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Children's Time  Pastor Gregory Geier 
 
Children’s Song “Jesus Loves the Little Children” Onscreen 
 
Sermon  Pastor Gregory Geier 
 
Sermon Song      Congregation Choice Onscreen 
  
Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church 
 
Lord's Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Sharing of the Peace 

P: May the peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you.   
 

Ways to Give Tithes and Offerings  
 

   Mail Checks to:    St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 
                                  1401 15th Street West 
                                  Hastings, MN 55033 
   Online: https://www.splchastings.org/donate-now.html   Then “Donate Online” 

 
Offertory Prayer 

O God, who gave us Jesus as the bread of life:  We respond by offering ourselves as dough to be 
made alive by the gospel’s leaven.  Knead us and shape us to suit your will.  Favor us with the 
richness of Christ’s teachings.  Enable us to rise in the power of the Spirit, that we might go forth 
from our worship as bread for the world.  Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 
Sending Song          “Shine, Jesus, Shine”  ELW #671 or Onscreen 
 
Dismissal 
 
 
 
 

https://www.splchastings.org/donate-now.html
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AUGUST 2020 WORSHIP LEADERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER CARD 

Please remember in your prayers… 
 

Tim (brother-in-law of Dan and Sue Retka) surgery recovery following 8 broken ribs and clavicle  
 

Barb Jorenby - as she mourns the death of her brother Keith  
 

Beth Fahlstrom - recovering from broken femur 
 

Susanne Benson – Leukemia in remission 
 

LuAnne Roiger – recovering from a broken foot bone 
 

Mary Lou Christensen – dementia 

Carolyn Schaar – kidney treatment 
 

Mike and Natalie Keene (son-in-law and daughter of Carolyn Schaar) 
 buildings destroyed by tornado 

 

Linda Brommer – carpal tunnel surgery recovery 
 

Diane Filkins – breast cancer radiation treatment 
 

Family of Kristin Helmstetter (daughter-in-law of Dave and Eileen Helmstetter,  
charter members of SPLC) as they mourn her death   
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